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Messages from Djilba (Office)…….. 
 

Welcome to Issue 5 of our 2025 Newsletter! 
 

The end of financial year is fast approaching, and we would like to remind all our families to ensure their income 

and activity details are up to date with Centrelink for the upcoming 25/26 financial year to ensure that your Child 

Care Subsidy payments are being correctly estimated for the new financial year. 

 

Winter is now upon us and the rain has 

certainly increased recently. We would like 

to remind all our families that we encourage 

indoor/outdoor play all year round, 

especially in our older rooms with the larger 

groups of children. There is so much 

valuable learning that occurs in the 

outdoors, especially in wet and windy 

weather. With that in mind we would like to 

remind all our parents to please supply their 

children with wet weather appropriate 

clothing such as rain boots, raincoats, rain 

pants/suits and several changes of warm 

clothing so that we can facilitate ongoing 

access to the outdoor environment on wetter 

days.  

 
 

Jodi (Centre Director) & Shannon (Assistant Director) 

JUNE CENTRE EVENTS CALENDAR 
3rd NATIONAL DINOSAUR DAY: Even though scientists have found many dinosaur fossils dating back 

millions of years in different parts of the world, there is still so much that people don’t know about these majestic 

reptiles. Dinosaur Day is the perfect time to increase our knowledge about the different types of dinosaurs, what 

they looked like, what they ate, and what ultimately happened to them. Plus, what child doesn’t love dinosaurs!!! 
 

10th WORLD CRAFT DAY: World Craft Day and celebrates the skill of artists and the importance of handicrafts 

produced with time-consuming processes all around the world, including the cultural practices and significance that 

hand crafted items hold. 
 

19th CRAZY SOCK DAY: Crazy Sock Day was adopted in Australia as a way of bringing much needed 

awareness to the mental load and struggles experienced by Australian healthcare workers.  
 

23rd – 27th INSECT WEEK: Insect Week is a celebration of all thing’s insect. Wherever you live, it’s an 

opportunity to take part in insect science, get to know insects, learn from experts, and have fun. 
 

27th TREE PLANTING DAY: We will be working with Landcare to engage in planting within the John Crescent 

Nature Reserve and Byford Rainforest Walk area. 
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Messages from Amiee (Educational Leader)…….. 
 

We are super excited to inform our families about our new initiative with Landcare.  
The service is going to be working in partnership with Landcare on the ongoing rejuvenation and 

maintenance of the John Crescent Reserve (including the Byford Rainforest Walk). This area is an 

extremely important green corridor which provides a crucial food source for several endangered species of 

Black Cockatoos as well as habitat for a number of critical species such as the Quenda (Southern Brown 

Bandicoot). The area has been recognized for its importance to these species and awarded funding through 
Landcare for its conservation. 
 

The children will be partaking in a number of ongoing 

activities such as species monitoring and recording for 

both animals and plants, rubbish collection, weeding, 

planting and watering, as well as checking on an ongoing 
basis for invasive species such as the shot hole borer. This 

will involve frequent visits to the nature reserve year-round 
to ensure consistent upkeep and care for the area.  
 

We believe that this is an extremely valuable and 

important experience not only for the children’s academic 

learning but also their social education in terms of 
sustainable practices and investment in the future of their 

own community. These sorts of hands-on projects instill 

lifelong values of citizenship, respect, responsibility and 

unity. 
 

If you would like to be part of the John Crescent Reserve 
project there are several community planting days planting 

days are scheduled for 23rd, 27th (Children’s planting day) & 28th June 2025. For more information, 

contact Landcare SJ on E: info@landcaresj.com.au or M: 0407 526 989. 

 

Current Quality Improvement Focus: 

Including Families in the curriculum cycle. 
 

Over the last few months, you may have received learning documents for your child via email. The 

purpose of this is to provide families with current information on their children’s learning and give them 

the opportunity to provide input into the learning plans designed by educators to support and extend on 

children’s learning. 
We encourage all families to take a moment to look over these documents as soon as you receive them and 

send back a response via email or speak directly with the educators in your child’s room to provide 

feedback about your child’s learning. 
 

Amiee- Educational Leader ☺ 
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From the Kambarang room (Nursery)………. 
 

May in the Kambarang room involved lots of art and craft, 
exploring with our senses while creating works of art and 

practicing our mark making skills.  

We also worked on our balance and gross motor skills with lots 

of climbing and bouncing, as well as playing with the balls and 

the big parachute. 

The children also enjoyed lots of role play using the dress ups 

and looking after the dolls. 

We had a visit from the Mundijong police for road safety week 

and the babies were very excited to see the flashing lights on the 

police cars. 
We celebrated Africa Day with our savannah animal exploration area and read the book “Handa’s 

Surprise” where the very cheeky African animals stole Handa’s fruit as she went to visit her friend. 

We also had our first visit to Baptistcare Graceford Aged Care where we got to play and have cuddles 

with the Grandpa’s and Grandma’s who live in the facility. The babies had so much fun and seeing the 
faces of the residents light up as they enjoyed snuggles with the little ones was so 

heartwarming!!!! 
 

Kambarang Room Team- Zoe, Mandy, Sam, Hailey & Sammy 
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From the Birak room (Toddlers)…… 
 

Hello to all our families!! 
 

During May in the Birak room we celebrated lots of different events…… 

 

The Mundijong police came to visit us to talk about road safety during road safety week. The children listened very 

carefully while the officers talked about how to cross the road safely, the importance of wearing a seatbelt in the 

car and helmets when we are riding bikes or scooters, as well as traffic signals etc. The children also really enjoyed 

looking at the police cars (although we think Tessy may have enjoyed it the most ).        

We also celebrated Africa Day by exploring African animals and creating our own small world for dramatic play.  

For reconciliation week we read several Aboriginal story books throughout the week and created our own colourful 

Waugal based artwork. 

We continued with our visits to Baptistcare Graceford to spend time with the Grandmas and Grandpas that live at 

the aged care facility. We also invited some of the babies to come with us on one of our visits. 

 
 

Birak Room Team- Tess, Rhiannon, Rai, Sammy and Singye 
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From the Bunuru room (Kindy)………. 
May was a very creative month for the Bunuru children 
 

We had lots of different construction happening in the room with 

the children using combinations of recyclables and blocks to design 

roads for their cars and buildings for the cars to travel to and from. 
 

We did lots of art as well. We created lots of individual artwork 

using the paint in the art area. We also all contributed our 

fingerprints to our reconciliation week flag painting, symbolising 

the children’s belonging to our room and our shared community. 

We also did some transient art outside using the magnetic shapes on 

the fence. Transient art allows for the materials to be moved and 

changed providing the opportunity for extended expression of ideas. 
 

We visited the library for National Simultaneous Story Time and listened to a reading of the book truck cat which 

we followed up by creating our own cat masks so we could engage in dramatic play. Follow up activities like this 

provide children with the opportunity to work through their understandings of the story through play. 
 

We also enjoyed a visit from the Mundijong police to speak to the children about road safety. They listened and 

engaged really well in discussion with the officers about safety precautions when crossing the road, riding our 

bikes/scooters and travelling in the car. The officers were very impressed with the children’s existing safety 

knowledge. The children also really enjoyed looking at the police cars and had lots of fun switching on the lights 

and climbing into the back!! 
 

Bunuru Room Team- Narelle, Fran, Paige and Nandraj 
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From the Djeran room (Schoolies)………. 
 

Over the last month the Djeran room have been very busy building on their creative thinking skills. 
 

The children used the coloured clay to make a variety of different creations. We then added some natural materials 

to the activity for them to experiment with. While this activity may seem simple it actually has lots of benefits 

across the ages of children in our room; from sensory stimulation which helps with emotional regulation and has 

positive mental health benefits to building creative out of the box thinking, critical reflection and problem-solving 

skills. 

We also did some fun science experiences where children were asked to make predications and test those 

predictions through experiments involving their senses. These experiences are also fantastic for building critical 

thinking skills and communication as they discuss their predications and findings from their experiments with the 

group. 

A few of our schools also had a pupil free day where we help a pyjama and messy play which our afterschool care 

children also took part in when they returned from school. There was a lot of fun, social and cooperative play 

happening throughout this event, and it was really great to see the positive interactions between all the children. 
  

Djeran Room Team- Steph, Chloe, Heather & Sam 
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From Makuru (Kitchen)………. 
Hello to all our Families, 

In this month’s Makuru messages you will find copies of May’s menu, our new “Healthy School Lunch Ideas” section and a 

recent recipe which was very popular with the children.  

Kristi & Fiona  

This month’s menu: 
3rd-6th June 

 
 

9th-13th June 

   

 

 

16th-20th June 

 
 

23rd-27th June 

 

Pizza Scrolls!!!! 

Pizza scrolls are a great way to get veges into children’s diets in fun and delicious ways. Dice up a 

variety of veges eg capsicum, onion, mushroom, spinach and roll them through the layers or puree 

them and add them to the pizza sauce. You can make your own dough or use puff pastry sheets as 

a less time-consuming option. Make them in bulk and freeze them. Then pull them out in the 

morning to put in your child’s lunchbox. 
  

 

 

HEALTHY 

SCHOOL 

LUNCH 

IDEAS 
Method: 
Sift flour and sugar in a medium bowl; 

rub in butter. Add enough milk to mix 

to a soft sticky dough. Turn dough 

onto a floured surface; knead for 10 

minutes or until smooth. 

DIY Dough recipe 

Ingredients:                         
- 2 cups (300g) self-raising flour 

- 1 tablespoon caster sugar 

- 30 grams butter 

- ¾ cup (180ml) milk 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 Chicken and Sweetcorn Risoni Soup 

Serves 4 
 

Ingredients 

• 1 Brown Onion diced 

• 1 can Creamed Corn 

• 500g Sweetcorn Kernels 

• 1 TBSP Cornflour 

• 500g Risoni 

• 500g Chicken Breast 

• 2 eggs 

• 1 TSP Chicken Stock Powder 

• 500ml liquid chicken stock 

• 1 TBSP extra virgin olive oil 

 

 

Method 

• Heat oil in pot (or deep pan) and add diced brown onion and diced chicken breast. 

• Once browned add liquid and powder chicken stock, and creamed corn to the mix and bring 

to the boil. 

• Add corn kernels and heat through. 

• In a small bowl mix cornflour and water to form a runny paste and slowly add to pot while 

stirring. 

• Whisk eggs with a dash of water (use the same bowl as you did for the cornflour mix to save 

dishes) and very slowly drizzle into the pot from a height of about 15cm above the pot while 

stirring. 

• Allow mixture to simmer on low heat. 

• Cook Risoni in separate pot according to instructions on packet. 

• Once Risoni is cooked, take soup mix off the heat, drain the Risoni and mix it through the 

soup and serve. 

 

ENJOY!!!! ☺ 
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Celebrating Our Amazing Team!!!! 
 

Welcome to our staff acknowledgement and awards section. We have such a fantastic group of educators who are 

always doing things that make us proud and grateful to have them as part of our Byford Child Care team. We want 

to celebrate them as they deserve! 

Years of Service… 
We would like to acknowledge the incredible team members below for their ongoing commitment to our centre. 

The longevity of our team is integral to the quality care and education we provide for our families and children. We 

couldn’t do what we do without these remarkable people. 
 

 

COURTNEY – 1 Year!!! 

 

 

LAUREN – 3 Years!!! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for JUNE!  

KADEN 
JETT 

 

FLORENCE 
 

RAIDEN 
 

PIPER 
 

ZIGI 
 

KENZIE 
JACK 

 

CHARLIE 
 

AIDEN 
 

KENNEDY 
KAIDEN 

LOGAN 
ELIJAH 

 

WESLEY 
 

CALEB 
 

LINCOLN 
ANNETTE 
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Feature Article 
 

What Guides Early Childhood Education and Care?  
(Article Series: Part 1) 

This article provides insights into the overarching frameworks set out by the Australian Government 
which guide Early Childhood Education and Care services in their practices. 

The National Quality Framework 

The National Quality Framework (NQF) provides a national approach to regulation, assessment and 

quality improvement for early childhood education and care and outside school hours care services across 

Australia. 
 

The National Quality Framework includes: 

1. National Law and National Regulations 

2. National Quality Standard 

3. Assessment and rating process 
4. National approved learning frameworks. 

 

1. National law and regulations 

The National law sets a national standard for children’s education and care across Australia. The National 

Regulations support the National Law by providing detail on a range of operational requirements for an 

education and care service. 
 

2. National Quality Standard (NQS) 

The National Quality Standard (NQS) sets a high national benchmark for early childhood education and 

care and outside school hours care services in Australia. The NQS includes 7 quality areas that are 
important outcomes for children. Learn more about the National Quality Standard. 
 

3. Assessment and rating process 

All approved early childhood education and care services across Australia are assessed by their state or 

territory regulatory authority and receive a quality rating. 
 

They are assessed against the 7 quality areas of the National Quality Standard to promote continuous 

improvement and help families make informed decisions about their child's education and care. 
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4. National approved learning frameworks 

There are two national approved learning frameworks in operation under the NQF. Both learning 

frameworks outline principles, practices and learning outcomes that guide educational leaders and 
educators in their curriculum decision-making, and assist them in planning, delivering and evaluating 

quality programs in early childhood and school age settings. 
 

These are: 

Belonging, Being and Becoming: The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia (EYLF) V2.0 2022 

National approved learning framework under the NQF for young children from birth to 5 years of age. 
My Time, Our Place: Framework for School Age Care in Australia V2.0 2022- National approved 

learning framework under the NQF for school age children. 
 

In Part 2 of this article series, we will discuss more about the National Law and Regulations 
 

Excerpt taken from www.startingblocks.gov.au 
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Family Business/Community Directory 
 

If you would like your business or community group/organisation to be featured in our newsletter, please send the details 

through to us at admin@byfordchildcare.au.  
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Contact Chloe via Facebook: 
Search and message Chloe Johnson 

mailto:admin@byfordchildcare.au
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COMMUNITY EVENTS IN JUNE 
 

EVENTS @ SJ LIBRARY (858 South Western Hwy, Byford): 
- Storytime 10:00-11:00am Wednesday 18th, 25th June 2nd July  

- Rhyme time 10:00am Thursday 19th, 26th June 3rd July 

- Crochet Workshop: Learn to Crochet a Shawl, all materials provided. 10:00am Saturday 

21st June 

- Cuttings & Cake @ Byford Library: Bring along your plant cuttings from your garden, and the Library 

team will have cake and coffee to share. 10:30am 24th June 

- Kids Pointillism Painting with Geraldine Gustavino; Children’s painting workshop (5 years and up). 

3:30pm Tuesday 24th June 

- ADULTS Pointillism Painting with Geraldine Gustavino; Join local artist Geraldine from Geraldine 

Gustavino Art for a creative and relaxing Pointillism Painting Workshop. 1:00pm Friday 27th June 

 

OTHER COMMUNITY EVENTS: 
- Men's Table - First monthly dinner for men: The Men’s Table creates a unique 

environment for men to share openly about their lives, their challenges, their highs and lows 

with a group of men who they learn to know, like and trust. Cost for meal $30.25. 6:00pm 

Monday 23rd June @ The Continental, Settlers Ave, Baldivis 

- Public Tree Planting Days @ John Crescent Reserve (near the Byford Community 

Kindergarten: Join SJ Landcare in planting and revegetating this important Black 

Cockatoo feeding area. 9:00am on Monday 23rd and Saturday 28th of June.  

- CHILDREN’S PLANTING DAY @ John Crescent Reserve: Planting day for families  

and children (Byford Child Care will be attending with children throughout this event) 

9:00am Friday 27th June 

- TONKIN HWY/THOMAS RD UPGRADE Community Information Session: Learn 

more about the changes that will be made during the upgrade and have the opportunity to 

ask questions. 3:00pm Tuesday 24th June @ Briggs Park Pavillion, 38 Mead St Byford 

- SJ FARMERS MARKETS: Come down to the local farmers markets to check out the 

local produce, artisans and handicrafts. Every Saturday 8:00-12:00am @ SJ Community 

Resource Centre, 2 Paterson St Mundijong 

-  
 

“The need for connection and community is primal, as 

fundamental as the need for air, water, and food.” - Dean Ornish 
 

 

Byford Child Care Centre 

27 Clifton Street, Byford 

(08) 9526 2526 

admin@byfordchildcare.au 
 


